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EPA’s National Rivers and Streams Assessment (NRSA) is one of a series of
probability-based surveys designed to assess the condition of U.S. waters.
The Oftfice of Water (OW) is responsible for
planning and implementing the NRSA with
support from the Office of Research and
Development (ORD). Under the NRSA
framework, the Office of Science and
Technology within OW is collaborating with
three ORD laboratories to conduct a study of
contaminants of emerging concern (CECs) in
fish, including perfluorinated compounds
(PFCs). Field teams collected fish samples at
a statistical subset of 163 urban river sites
across the U.S. during 2008 and 2009. Fillet
tissue samples from 162 of those sites were
analyzed for 13 PFCs.

= Six of the 13 PFCs were detected in the fillet samples.

® 80% of the samples contained some detectable PFCs, and PFOS was
the most frequently detected chemical (found in 73% of all samples).

B The maximum PFOS concentration measured in fillet tissue was
127.5 ppb.

m Based on the results from this study, there was no apparent link
between measured concentrations of PFCs and proximity to
wastewater treatment plant discharges.
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